The brown midrib (bm 2) character under discussion appeared among the offspring of a plant of the Golden Glow variety of corn in the first generation of selfing. It is similar in appearance to the brown midrib (bm i) described by Eyster (3)* and Jorgenson (5), but distinct from it genetically as shown by the intercross. The brown coloration is visible externally in the midrib of the leaf and over the vascular bundles of the leaf sheath. Free-hand sections show that the pigment is present in the sclerenchyma or lignified tissue over the vascular bundles. Whether or not it is present in all of the cellulose walls has not been determined, but it is most pronounced in the thicker-walled cells.
